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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

2021 – The year of hope and optimism
T

o say that 2020 has been a diffi-
cult and challenging year is cer-
tainly stating the obvious. The 
pandemic brought cataclysmic 

change to almost every aspect of our lives. 
We’ve been forced to view life through a 
new lens and experienced a heightened 
level of awareness regarding how and 
where we work, our life choices and the 
importance of family, and we’ve had to 
drastically alter our relationships with 
friends. Politics, the activist press and the 
biased media have helped create discord 
in families, and been the catalyst for the 
rampant hate running through America, 
but at the same time, curiously enough, 
all of this change has helped us recognize 
what is most important in our lives. 

This year we were forced to act swiftly, 
think creatively and embrace flexibility. 
The lessons we’ve learned from how we’ve 
been able to adapt and show resilience 
will serve us well into the future. One of 
the most important things this pandemic 

emphasized across the spectrum of busi-
ness was just how powerful having the 
right people on your team can be.

Each new year brings hope. 
We can cultivate the good 
seeds from 2020 and build 
on the amazing technologies 
of Microsoft Teams, Zoom 
and social media to broad-
en our reach and influence 
for good. No one knows what 
is in store for 2021, and our 
small business community 
is anxious and concerned 
about what’s coming next. 
In light of the encouraging 
news about vaccine break-
throughs, business and 
community leaders must do our part to 
discourage lockdowns by advocating for 
redirecting resources toward protecting 
the elderly and other vulnerable elements 
of our population.  

During this challenging and uncertain 

time, I’ve learned that fear of failure or 
things we can’t control, is paralyzing. I’ve 
also concluded that more government 

intervention is not the an-
swer. In the words of Ronald 
Reagan, “Government is not 
the answer to your prob-
lems. Government is your 
problem.” 

I believe there are better 
days ahead and through 
focused preparation to get 
through this difficult time, 
business will be positioned 
to perform well. We are 
rounding the corner despite 
the pessimistic views of the 
mainstream media and the 

so-called activist pundits and the “Do as 
I say, not as I do” elected officials across 
the country. The vaccine is here and the 
economy continues to rebound. We are a 
resilient nation; our hopeful people know 
how to bounce back from rock bottom. 

I envision 2021 with packed stadiums 

and concert venues and people singing 

in rhythm, postponed weddings with 

unlimited guests, and Tokyo on the 

world stage at the 2021 Tokyo Summer 

Olympics.

According to Marcel Proust, “the 

journey of self-discovery comes not from 

seeking new landscapes but seeing old 

landscapes with new eyes.” Many say we 

must prepare for a “new normal.” I say 

we must and will return to NORMAL (see 

old landscapes through new eyes.) Hope 

never fully dies and despite uncertainty 

manages to soar again. I’m looking for-

ward to shaking hands, a gentle hug and 

having coffee with my best friend; that’s 

normal.  So, in 2021, I am hopeful and 

optimistic that our community and this 

great nation will return to NORMAL, not 

a “new normal.” 

— Joe Aldaz

“This year 

we were 

forced to act 

swiftly, think 

creatively, 

and embrace 

flexibility.”

Restaurant-closure rules need closer look
D

ear Community Leaders, 
Thank you for all you have done over the 

past months to thread a difficult needle of 
maintaining public health as well as seeking 

to maintain the momentum of our local economy. We 
are truly grateful for the countless hours of hard work. 

As restaurateurs, we do ask, however, for a reexam-
ination of the extensive regulations placed on restau-
rants in this time of rising COVID cases. There is little 
evidence that restaurants — operating as they were 
with limited capacity for the past several months — 
contributed to the current rise in cases. In all likelihood, 
not allowing people — patrons and restaurateurs alike 
— to exercise their right to assume their own level of risk 
results in more individuals gathering in smaller settings 
like homes with little-to-no COVID protections or pro-
tocols. The unintended consequence of your highly re-
strictive restaurant policies is a higher rate of infection. 

During this ordeal, officials have pleaded with the 
public, including restaurateurs, to trust the science 
and the data. Turning the question around is fair — 
what data and science exists to say that restaurants 

have been the driving force of the spread of the virus? 
Recent state health data suggests that restaurants are 
responsible for less than 3 percent of cases, whereas 
retail establishments could be traced 
to being responsible for as much as 5 
percent. Restaurateurs are not calling 
for retailers to close down, BUT we re-
quest a response as to why restaurants 
have borne the brunt of the commer-
cial business restrictions. 

Public health officials have noted 
that perhaps the lower rate is due to a 
lack of restaurants being reported as 
the source of COVID infection. But as 
a banker with many clients in the restaurant industry, 
I (Shawn) can personally attest to the extraordinary 
measures many of our restaurants have taken to meet 
and exceed the constantly changing regulations. In light 
of those efforts, I further challenge the application of 
extensive regulations on our small businesses, while 
larger box stores face almost none. 

Additionally, requiring restaurants to rebuild our 

business outside our existing premise to operate at all 
only further increases the cost burden to attempt to 
operate. Such a regulation only begs the question of why 

other commercial businesses are not 
required to begin selling their goods 
outside. 

Please remember that behind every 
shuttered or failing restaurant is a 
family with a dream and a livelihood, 
and the livelihoods of those employed 
by them. We respectfully ask why 
these lives seem to matter less as a 
policy priority than the lives behind 
other businesses. We respectfully ask 

our representatives to request the same standard of data 
and science rigor from our regulators as we, as citizens, 
have been asked to give.

Roll back the regulations on restaurants to 
pre-Thanksgiving levels, or please prove why we need 
to be shut down!

Very Respectfully,
— Shawn & Mattie Gullixson

“During this ordeal, 

officials have 

pleaded with the 

public, including 

restaurateurs...”
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