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The Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber Organizes One School, One Vaccine at a Time
Campaign with Harrison School District 2

Colorado Springs, CO— The Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber has organized its new
community outreach initiative with the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
(CDPHE) and Julissa Soto Latino Health Equity Consulting, One School, One Vaccine at a Time (Una
Escuela, Una Vacuna a la Vez), aimed at promoting community wellness through targeted
vaccination efforts in partnership with local school districts and healthcare providers. The
Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber will begin the first Una Escuela, Una Vacuna a la Vez in
collaboration with Harrison School District 2 on July 22 at their district offices, on July 31 at Fox
Meadow Middle School and expand its effort across District 2 through 2024.

The program, which integrates wellness education, community-based resources, and routine
childhood immunizations, directly reaches students and families where they live and learn. By
employing a cultural validation approach, this effectively addresses vaccine hesitancy and access
barriers by understanding and respecting the diverse cultural backgrounds within each school
community.

"Our strategy hinges on cultural validation and community involvement," said Julissa Soto, Vice
Chair of the Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber, Global Vaccine Ambassador and international
Latino Health Equity expert. "We understand that overcoming vaccination obstacles requires
more than just accessibility; it necessitates trust-building and meeting families on familiar
ground."

The program's teams are equipped with multi-lingual capabilities and conduct thorough cultural
research tailored to each school district's unique demographics before engaging with families.
This proactive approach ensures that educational materials and outreach efforts resonate
effectively, particularly among families with lower incomes, refugees, and other underserved
populations. We encourage school districts to consider implementing creative incentives and
initiatives to boost excitement and vaccine participation and use these opportunities to partner
with local community-based programs, including early childhood education providers.

The Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber encourages other Colorado Springs school districts to
join the One School, One Vaccine at a Time program to enhance the health and well-being of
their students, staff, and families. By partnering with the Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber,
CDPHE and Julissa Soto Latino Health Equity Consulting, districts can foster healthy school
environments and contribute to community immunity.
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Contact Information:

Joe Aldaz, President & CEO

Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Email: info@cshispanicchamber.com

Phone: 719-231-5353
About The Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber:

Founded in 1988 and re-established in 2016, the Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce supports Hispanic and multicultural businesses. Since 2018 under Joe Aldaz’s
leadership, the Chamber has grown significantly, earning multiple awards, including the 2022
United States Hispanic Chamber Small Chamber of the Year.

For more information, visit https://www.cshispanicchamber.com/
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