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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber’s Zachary Barker to Speak at Prestigious IEDC 
Conference 

Colorado Springs, CO – September 12, 2024 – Zachary Barker, Founder and Executive 
Director of Startup Support Center, a Colorado Springs-based organization dedicated to fostering 
entrepreneurship and Director of the Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber’s Avanzar Business 
Accelerator Program will be sharing his expertise at the International Economic Development 
Council (IEDC) Conference in Denver, Colorado. Barker will lead two impactful sessions during 
the conference, showcasing his deep knowledge and commitment to economic development. 

The IEDC is the world’s largest membership organization for economic developers, providing 
leadership, education, and networking opportunities to professionals dedicated to local and 
regional economic growth. Its annual conference brings together leaders from government, 
industry, academia, and the nonprofit sector to address the challenges and opportunities in 
economic development. 

As a Certified Economic Developer (CEcD) and National Trainer with the Oklahoma University 
Economic Development Institute (OUEDI), Barker brings a wealth of experience in supporting 
entrepreneurs and advancing economic development strategies. 

At the IEDC conference, Barker will: 

• Saturday Session: Lead a training on Business Incubators, Accelerators, & Research 
Parks as part of the Technology-Led Economic Development course. This session will 
delve into the vital role these initiatives play in fostering innovation and supporting 
startups. 

• Monday, September 16 at 11:15 AM: Serve on the expert panel for "Bring on Your 
Entrepreneur Challenges Roundtable Workshops," offering practical solutions to 
economic developers facing entrepreneurship challenges. 

Barker’s work at Startup Support Center is focused on empowering entrepreneurs by providing 
critical resources and mentorship, helping them thrive and contribute to local economic growth. 
The Startup Support Center partners with economic developers, chambers of commerce, and 
municipalities to support entrepreneurship at all levels. 

About the Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber: 

The Colorado Springs Hispanic Chamber is a non-profit organization dedicated to promoting 
economic development and opportunities for Hispanic businesses in the Colorado Springs 
region. Through advocacy, education, and networking, the Chamber supports Hispanic 
entrepreneurs and fosters a vibrant business community. 
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